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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Nature of the Problem 
The agricultural industry of this country is an avtesome and complex 
machine amidst a fast-moving and evel~y changing society. Theories which 
\'Jere practical and useful in agriculture 20 years ago are nov1 obsolete. 
That same concept holds true with the vocational agriculture program. 
The general agriculture industry does not alvJays have a clearcut path to 
follow or a council to guide its direction of travel. The vocational 
agriculture program, on the other hand, does have a source of assis-
tance through its local citizens. This valuable resource is not always 
recognized or used. If the vocational agriculture program is to remain 
an effective and viable component of the local community and relevant 
to future needs, it must continuously seek support and input from its 
local citizens in planning and setting objectives to meet local needs. 
Studies indicate that administrators, parents, and businessmen who 
have input into the formulation of goals have a tendency to support more 
effectively the vocational agriculture program. This support and under-
standing is a valuable asset toward the continuation of an adequate and 
successful program in the future. 
Statement of the Problem 
With the increasing involvement and interest by parents and related 
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groups in the area of education, it was deemed neces~ary to incorporate 
their input into future planning of the vocational agriculture program. 
The problem arises, therefore, from a need to know the attitudes of 
citizens of the Fairviev1 community tmvard the concepts and objectives 
of the Fairview vocational agriculture program. 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of the study was to obtain opinions of local citizens 
concerning the goals and objectives pertinent to the future of the voca-
tional agriculture program and present the objectives in a form useful 
to those concerned with program development in vocational agricultural 
education. 
Objectives of the Study 
In order to accomplish the purpose of this study, the following 
objectives were formulated: 
1. To determine the community's attitudes towa1~d the purpose of 
the vocational agriculture program in the community and its 
relationship to the high school curriculum. 
2. To determine the community's attitudes toward the classroom 
aspect of the vocational agriculture program. 
3. To determine the community's attitudes toward the supervised 
occupational expe~'ience program aspect of the vocational ag-
riculture program. 
4. To determine the community's attitudes on the Future Farmers 
of America organization's role in the vocational agriculture 
' 
program. 
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5. To determine the community's attitudes toward the agricultural 
program. 
6. To determine the community's attitudes toward a Young Farmer 
program's role in the vocational agriculture program. 
Definition of Terms 
For the purpose of this study the following definitions apply to 
certain terms used: 
A. Administrators--Includes the superintendent, high school and 
assistant principal, middle school principal, and grade school principal. 
B. Attitude--Any expression of feeling or belief toward a given 
statement. 
C. Future Farmers of America--The national organization for stu-
dents studying vocational agriculture in public secondary schools under 
the provisions of the National Vocation~l Education Act. 
D. Program--Encompasses the integrated policies, objectives, cur-
riculum, methods, and procedures making up a portion or total offering 
of educational pursuit in vocational agriculture. 
E. Related Agricultural Occupation--Consists of occupations in 
businesses offering goods and services required by persons engaged in 
production agriculture as a part of the production process; it is occu-
pations closely connected to the producer and agricultural vocations 
utilizing buying, processing, and selling. 
F. Supervised Occupational Experience Program--The practical agri-
cultural activities of educational value conducted by pupils outside of 
class for which systematic instruction and supervision are provided by 
the vocational agriculture instructor, parents, employers, or others. 
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G. Vocational Agriculture Program--A high school agricultural 
program (grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) conducted for youth or adults which 
has been approved for reimbursement through _state and federal funds 
by the State Department of Vocational and Technical Education of 
Oklahoma. 
H. Young Farmer--A young man engaged in and working toward estab-
lishment in farming as a business. 
Assumptions and Limitations 
In using a questionnaire to reveal information about a community's 
attitudes, it is necessary to assume that the sample used is a true 
representative sampling. It is also necessary to assume that the per-
sons ansvJering the survey will answer correctly and truthfully. Al-
though the sampling of administrators and members of the board of 
education will be small in scope) the views presented will be in the 
best interest of the total educational program. Because of the random 
sampling procedure it was felt that results compiled would reflect the 
ideas of citizens of Fairview. 
Procedure 
After deciding the nature of the problem, the purpose of the study, 
and the objectives to be considered, a review of the present litera-
ture was made. This revievJ indicated that there \'Jere several groups 
which should be considered in planning a vocational agriculture program. 
The local board of education, because of its legislative function, 
and the administrators, because of their policy implementation, should 
be considered. Therefore, all five school board members and all five of 
the Fairview Public Schools administrative body were asked to respond 
to the questionnaire. 
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Evidence has shown that local business executives who have an in-
put into the direction of the vocational agriculture program also lend 
more support to that program. For this reason, it was decided to poll 
their views on the program. By utilizing the Fairview telephone direc-
tory, 50 business managers were identified, and from this list 20 were 
randomly selected. 
A list of parents who presently have students enrolled in voca-
tional agriculture or have had students enrolled in a vocational agri-
cultun:! program vJithin the past five years was compiled by using the 
FFA membership roster. From this list 20 groups of parents were ran-
domly selected. 
To carry out the study a survey instrument was designed. A portion 
of the survey form included general information related to occupation, 
age, and students enrolled in vocational agriculture programs. The main 
body of the survey form used in this study vJas composed of structured 
statements about the vocational agriculture program. The participant 
had a selection of five possible degrees of agreement. The degrees of 
response were: SA, strongly agree; A, agree; U, undecided; 0, disagree; 
and SO, strongly disagree. 
The statements \'Jere arranged by divisions according to the various 
aspects of the vocational agriculture program. This was done to focus 
attention on an individual area. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The role of vocational agriculture in our public schools, the un-
precedented changes in production agriculture and agri-business, and 
the emerging diversion of opinions of school administrators, teachers, 
and laymen concerning the essential elements of an effective program 
deem it necessary that a thorough and in depth study of existing liter-
ature be made. This was done to facilitate the development of objec-
tives and enhance the appropriateness of the questionnaire. 
The review of literature for this study was broken down into six 
categories: The pm·pose of vocational agriculture in the community and 
its relationship to the high school curriculum; the classroom aspect of 
the vocational agriculture program; the supervised occupational experi-
ence program aspect of the vocational agriculture program; the role of 
the Future Farmers of America organization in the vocational agricul-
ture program; the agricultural mechanics aspect of the vocational agri-
culture program; a Young Farmer program's role in the vocational 
agriculture program; and who shall plan the vocational agriculture 
program. 
Purpose of Vocational Agriculture in the 
Community and Its Relationship to the 
High School Curriculum 
The ability of a program to program to progress and survive depends 
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upon the flexibility and willingness to cooperate by those who are in 
charge of the programs. This is especially true of the vocational 
agriculture program role in the high school curriculum. Hamlin (11) 
found that the vocational agriculture instructor should recognize 
vocational agriculture as a function of the entire school system. Vo-
cational agriculture should make its contributions, as other programs 
do, to the general purpose of the system. It should specifically as-
sist students in developing their full capabilities, in balance, so 
that they will become all that they may become and also develop an 
understanding of the interrelationships of rural and urban people, 
the opportunities for mutually beneficial cooperation between them, 
and the blocks to fruitful cooperation. 
Brimm (6) conducted a survey of 20 high school principals inwhich 
the administrators felt that vocational agriculture has contributed to 
the national economy and has been a valuable part of the secondary 
school curriculum. They also reported that the vocational agriculture 
program has prepared young people for the world of work as well as any 
other secondary school subject. 
In a study by Beeman (4) the respondents judged vocational agri-
culture to be an integral part of a well rounded educational program. 
The respondents believed vocational agriculture offered the low-
achiever or under-achiever a challenging and practical course of study 
which stimulated a renewed interest in learning and helped to reduce 
school dropout of such students. The respondents also stressed that 
enrollment in vocational agriculture should be elective to any student. 
This study also revealed that vocational agriculture provided a well 
rounded course of instruction that could benefit anyone. 
In a recent study by Harrel (12) it vJas found that respondents 
favored the vocational agriculture program providing a good, general 
education which would be of value to any high school student. 
Hamlin (11) sets up certain general purposes which are consid-
ered to be primary to a vocational agriculture program: 
1. To provide for all in the district agricultural educa-
tion appropriate to their present and prospective needs. 
2. To develop on the part of all in the district an under-
standing of the status of agriculture, the historic 
trends which have led to its present status, the contri-
butions it makes to society, and the effects of oublic 
policy upon it and upon those who practice it. 
3. To develop an understanding of rural agricultural organ-
izations and institutions. 
4. To draw upon agricultural research for subject matter 
relevant to a variety of school subjects and ther·eby in-
ject its findings into the main stream of the culture. 
5. To help by improving the economic status of agriculture 
to put a sounder economic base under the district, which 
will make possible better homes, schools, churches, and a 
richer 1 ife. 
6. To provide for students a realistic and practical experi-
ence in agriculture as part of a balanced program of 
education. 
7. To provide counsel about agricultural occupations and the 
means of preparing for them. 
8. To develop in adults the attitudes and understandings re-
quisite to the successful agricultural education of chil-
dren and youth (p. 124). 
Garrett (10) conducted a study to determine the structure and 
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purpose of a successful vocational agriculture program. The study 
revealed that the controlling purpose of vocational education in agri-
culture should be to train for useful employment and proficiency in 
any agricultural occupation. The study also concluded that more 
9 
emphasis should be centered on training good citizens, intelligent con-
sumers, and efficient producers. 
In a recent study, Reece (15) found that vocational agriculture 
programs should be training students for occupations in farming and 
agricultural occupations closely related to farming. The study further 
showed that teaching skills which will improve the students' chances of 
employment immediately after graduation from high school were of sig-
nificant importance. 
Herndon (13) reports the major findings of his study conducted in 
New York State had these results: 
Not only is the traditional role of training for farming to 
continue, but vocational agriculture is expected to provide 
a basic foundation of knovJ1edge and skills that prepare 
students for occupations in businesses closely related to 
farming (p. 26). 
Classroom Aspect of the Vocational 
Agriculture Program 
In a study by Brimm (6), respondents felt that a large part of 
the course content in vocational agriculture should be determined by 
the type of agriculture found in the local school area, rather than 
the various types found throughout the state. 
Beeman (4) concluded that there was a strong consensus of opinion 
indicating that a complete instructional program in vocational agri-
culture should be of at least four years of duration and be based on 
a statewide core of curriculum adapted to fit local agricultural needs 
and interests, and be broad enough to prepare students for entry into 
several agricultural occupations. 
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Bail (3) sampled various groups in local communities in Arizona 
to develop a list of guidelines for improving vocational education pro-
grams. Significant findings included: 
1. Course content and class schedules should be planned to 
meet the needs of all (including college bound students) 
interested in the broad field of agriculture. 
2. Introductory courses should include basic principals of 
science related to agriculture. 
3. Facilities for essential occupational experience in agri-
culture should be provided jointly by the school and the 
home and work experiences performed under the supervision 
of the teacher of agricuiture and should extend throughout 
the calendar year (p. 233). 
r~any of the studies reviev;ed held the same opinion regat·ding voca-
tional agriculture content and sequence of teaching. The first year of 
instruction should be exploratory or general in nature and include basic 
instruction in plant, animal, and soil science, and agricultural mechan-
ics. The second and succeeding years of instruction should be in one 
or more specialized areas. 
Supervised Occupational Experience Aspect 
of the Vocational Agriculture 
Program 
School board presidents, school administrators, and parents of 
vocational agriculture students reflected a general consensus of opin-
ion in a study by Herndon (13). These groups realized that supervised 
farming programs were essential for students preparing for production 
agriculture; hovJever, they were reluctant to require non-farm boys, 
especially those whose goals were not related to production agricul-
ture, to complete supervised farming programs. They indicated that 
these students should be provided supervised work experience in busi-
nesses closely related to farming. 
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An Indiana study by Bentley and Weerdehoff (5) found that one-half 
of the administrators interviewed indicated they would require that 
students of vocational agriculture have facilities for supervised farm-
ing or be satisfactorily placed for farm experience before they are per-
mitted to enroll in vocational agriculture classes. 
Agan (1) conducted a similar study in Kansas which obtained opin-
ions of administrators VJhose schools included successful departments 
of vocational agriculture. The objective of this study was to find 
activities and characteristics associated VJith good vocational agricul-
ture programs. Findings revealed that all students should have super-
vised farming programs and that on-the-farm instruction is essential. 
A Florida study by Beeman (4) found that respondents Here in high 
agreement that experience programs, being an integral part of the in-
structional program, should be required in some form of all vocational 
agriculture students. School land laboratories should suffice for such 
expet~i e nee. 
Role of the Future Farmers of America Organi-
zation in the Vocational Agriculture 
Program 
The Future Farmers of America organization (henceforth to be re-
ferred to as the FFA) has always been considered an integral part of 
the vocational agriculture program. Recent trends in membership have 
shown a decline in total number of vocational agriculture students who 
become FFA members. It was concluded that a portion of this review of 
----·-----------------·~·-----<··------·-' 
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literature be devoted to the role the FFA plays in the total vocational 
agriculture program. 
Beeman (4) found that a majority of respondents agreed that the 
FFA should be an integral part of the vocational agriculture program 
and be the major in-school organization involving the vocational agri-
culture department and teacher. 
Eighteen principals in a study conducted by Brimm (6) believed 
that an active FFA chapter was essential for an effective program of 
vocational agriculture. They also agreed that FFA activities should 
be scheduled with administrators on the school calendar. 
In Morton's (14) study it was found that both the vocational agri-
culture teacher and school administrator agreed that the FFA activities 
have educational value and stimulate FFA members to accomplish a high 
level of learning in vocational agriculture. Administrators agree on 
the whole that the FFA is most beneficial in developing leadership, co-
operative attitudes, and improving the conduct and desirable behavior 
habits on the part of the members of the organization. 
In bm recent studies by Reece (15) and Harrel (12) it was con-
cluded that the FFA is very much an integral part of the vocational 
agriculture program and should be continued in the future. 
Agricultural Mechanics Aspect of the 
Vocational Agriculture Program 
Beeman (4) concluded that instruction in farm mechanics should in-
clude concrete and masonry, welding, plumbing, electricity, farm power, 
farm machinery, and carpentry. The development of ski 11 s and abilities 
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in the various areas should be emphasized rather than the construction 
of individual student projects. Shops should be provided for the ex-
clusive use of vocational agriculture departments. To underscore the 
value of laboratories and shops, the respondents suggested that labora-
tory periods of greater length than regular class periods be provided 
at least once each week for agriculture classes. 
Garrett (10), in a study of adult farmers, superintendents, and 
teachers, concluded that an agriculture mechanics shop is a necessity 
for a \'Jell rounded and visable vocational agriculture program. He also 
concluded that the facilities for such a program need not be separate 
from the rna in vocati ona 1 agriculture building. 
A Young Farmer Programs Role in the 
Vocational Agriculture Program 
Many farmers experience an educational and leadership gap after 
leaving the FFA organization. An adult organization can fill that gap 
and offet~ advantages that the young farmer might not othen'lise exper-
ience. In a study by Field and Stewart (9) of 400 individuals of vJhich 
200 vtere members of the Indiana Young Farmers Association and 200 \'Jere 
young farmers vtith no affiliation, the follov1ing implications \'/ere 
dravm: 
1. There is a need for every school corporation with post-
high school students who are engaged in agri-business 
employment to offer vocational agriculture young farmers 
classes. 
2. There is a need for every school corporation offering 
vocational agriculture young farmer classes to encourage 
the class members to become members of the Indiana Young 
Farmers Association. 
3. There is a need for every agri-business department to 
survey its community to determine the needs of all young 
farmers. 
4. The members of the Indiana Young Farmers Association are 
more efficient in farm management. 
5. The vocational agri-business programs in Indiana are not 
meeting the needs of the younger individuals who are en-
gaged in an agri-business occupation {p. 20 ). 
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Herndon {13) concluded in a study of administrators, school board 
presidents, and parents that there is a need for providing educational 
programs to assist young farmers to become established and progress in 
farming. 
Bentley and Weerdehoff (5) conducted a study to determine the vie\'>'-
points of Indiana school administrators regarding vocational agriculture. 
They received a 70 percent reply to a questionnaire sent to all county 
and city superintendents and secondary school principals in Indiana. 
Their findings concluded that slightly less than one-half of the admin-
istrators believed that the public secondary school should assume the 
responsibility for young farmer education. 
In a recent study by Harrel {12) it was concluded that instruction 
which assists young men out of school in becoming established in farm-
ing should be provided, that the local teacher should have release time 
from the school day to give on-farm instruction, and that vocational 
agriculture should assist young men out of school to advance in their 
agricultural careers. 
Who Shall Plan theVocational Agriculture Program 
The preceding information in the review of literature has dealt 
with the information and studies completed concerning the objectives as 
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stated in the previous chapLc··. The last section of the review of lit-
erature has been developed in ~upport of the selection of respondents 
which vJill be used in the sut ::v. 
Hamlin (11) states the.:: ~. ,Jse vJho are to be governed by objectives 
set up by society should IJ:'v· .. part in formulating those objectives 
Who knovJs best the needs of' c mmuni ty than those who are a part of it 
and who are experiencing ~he ~lution of change. 
Campbell and Gregg (7) i. ~·eve influential citizens, school admin-
istrators, teachers, and st~" ;. board members to be the major reference 
groups v.Jhich affect admin·Js· ... , >;e behavior. The opinions of these 
groups vlill lal~gely detenr: i: -·-e course of action relative to the school 
program. 
Beeman (4) points out t 1• ~ business executives, politicians, and 
others carefully consider~~~ :jinions of the public when charting their 
courses of action. 1-Jhy shD·:;' ;;,~ not consider our public's.opinion in 
developing vocational agric:.:·; · -,., programs? It is the responsibility 
of the local community to :::;t;; .': plan, and develop its agricultural ed-
ucation program. 
Viterna (16) found ad,xh : ;Tators believe the follovJing about com-
munity involvement in progti.>. ,·.:velopment: 
1. Assists in relat·ii:g · ... ·.·urses to community needs. 
2 .• Forms good public r:,~t·ions and support for the program. 
3. Necessary to keep a·.,;.·i:::ulture classes in school district. 
4. Would seem to be a v·ii:.1l link in communications (p. 161). 
Atherton (2) cone 1 uded t::~,t hearing \'-!hat the community says about 
the program and the proper i~,'~'cpretation of these messages are vital to 
the building of strong and vLh1e programs of vocational agriculture. 
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Espenschied (8) found that parents of the community have in mind 
definite ideas and needs of students in the vocational agriculture pro-
gram. This study also revealed that parents are extremely \~illing to 
give of their time and energies to help direct the goals and objectives 
of their children. 
Brimm (6) in a recent study found that administrators who play an 
active role in the formulation of goals and objectives of the vocational 
agriculture program tend to have a more positive view regarding voca-
tional programs. 
Summary 
The literature reviewed covered six areas of investigation deemed 
pertinent to this study and one area necessary for the selection of 
respondents for the questionnaire. The purpose of the review was to 
furnish background information concerning selected areas of the voca-
tional agriculture program. 
. . 
The literature reviewed has revealed that the vocational agricul-
ture program is an integral part of a well rounded educational program 
in secondary schools. It was concluded that the controlling purpose of 
vocational agriculture should be to train for useful employment and 
proficiency in various agricultural occupations. It was further con-
eluded that course content and class schedules should be planned to 
meet the needs of all students and that supervised farming is still a 
major part of the vocational agriculture program. The FFA is consid-
ered to be an integral part of the vocational agriculture program that 
teaches leadership, citizenship, and cooperation. Agriculture mechanics 
is a vital area of the total vocational agriculture program and should 
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stress more emphasis on the skills area of teaching and less on project 
completion. There was a need and interest found in providing educa-
tional programs to assist young farmers to become established in farm-
ing. It was also concluded that the most valuable group of individua1s 
involved in planning a vocational agriculture program would consist of 
school board members, administrators, parents, and influential business-
men within the community. 
CHAPTER III 
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The primary objective of the study \•Jas to determine attitudes of 
parents, administrators, businessmen, and members of the board of edu-
cation to a selected number of statements designed around a set of 
six objectives. Personal data collected from the respondents inc-luded 
place of employment, age, and whether or not they presently have or 
have ever had a student enrolled in a vocational agriculture program. 
After gathering the personal data, information to achieve the fol-
lowing objectives was collected: 
1. To deter·mine the community's attitudes tovJard the pur-
pose of vocational agriculture in the community and 
its relationship to the high school curriculum. 
2. To determine the community's attitudes tov;ard the 
classroom aspect of the vocational agriculture program. 
3. To determine the community's attitudes tov:ard the super-
vised occupational experience program aspect of the vo-
cational agriculture program. 
4. To determine the community's attitudes on the role of 
the Future Farmers of America organization in the voca-
tional agriculture program. 
5. To determine the community's attitudes tov1ard the agri-
cultural mechanics aspect of the vocational agriculture 
program. 
6. To determine the community's attitudes tov:ard a Young 
Farmer Program's role in the vocational agriculture 
program. 
Questionnaires were mailed to five members of the board of educa-
tion, Fairview Public Schools. Questionnaires were also mailed to five 
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school administrators, Fairview Public Schools. Twenty questionnaires 
were mailed to Fairview businessmen and 20 parents of present and past 
vocational agriculture students received questionnaires. From the 50 
questionnaires sent, 40 {80.0 percent) were returned. It was felt 
that the time (June 14, 1980) for delivery of the survey form could 
have resulted in only fair response from parents and businessmen. This 
was during the peak of \vheat harvest. The 80.0 percent, hov,rever, was 
believed adequate for the sampling. The breakdown of responses was as 
follows: members of the board of education, 5 (100.0 percent); school 
administrators, 5 (100.0 percent); businessmen, 15 {75.0 percent); 
parents, 15 (75.0 percent). The percentages shown on tables and in 
the explanation of data will represent the 40 respondents who did reply 
to the questionnaire. 
The data in Table I indicates that 8 (20.0 percent) of the respon-
dents were farmers and/or ranchers. Other agricultural related occupa-
tions \'Jere a grain elevator manager, dairy farm vmrker, butcher, and 
veterinarian. The remaining respondents were of non-agricultural 
occupations. 
Table II was developed to describe the age breakdm·m of the respon-
dents. There were 5 (12.5 percent) respondents 29 years of age and less. 
There were 13 (32.5 percent) from 30 to 39 years of age. The largest 
groups was the 40 to 49 age bracket, which revealed 15 (37.5 percent). 
There were 5 (12.5 percent) in the 50 to 59 age group. The oldest age 
group, 60 to 65, indicated 2 {5.0 percent). It was also found that the 
average age of the farmer and/or rancher group was 47 years. 
As shown in Tab 1 e I I I there \'Jere 19 ( 47.5 percent) of the respon-
dents who presently have or have had a student enrolled in a vocational 
Occupation 
Assessor 
Attorney 
Automobile Dealer 
Auto Parts Salesman 
Banker 
Butcher 
TABLE I 
OCCUPATIONS OF RESPONDENTS 
Numbet~ 
l 
l 
2 
1 
1 
1 
Certified Public Accountant 2 
Commercial Printer l 
Dairy Farm Harker l 
Farmer and/or Rancher 8 
Farm ~1achi nery De a 1 e r l 
Grain Elevator Manager l 
Ha rdvm re Dealer 1 
Industrial Executive 3 
Insurance Agent 2 
Maintenance Foreman 1 
Minister 1 
Mortician 1 
Pharmacist 1 
Retail Food ~1erchant 1 
Secretary 1 
School Administrator 5 
Teacher 1 
Veterinarian 1 
Total 40 
20 
Percent 
2.5 
2.5 
5.0 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
5.0 
2.5 
2.5 
20.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
7.5 
5.0 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
12.5 
2.5 
2.5 
l 00.0 
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agriculture class. The remaining 21 (52.5 percent) have not had a stu-
dent enrolled in a vocational agriculture class. 
TABLE II 
AGE OF RESPONDENTS 
Age of Respondent Number Percent 
29 and less 5 12.5 
30 - 39 13 32.5 
40 - 49 15 37.5 
50 - 59 5 12.5 
60 - 65 2 5.0 
Total 40 100.0 
TABLE III 
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS WHO PRESENTLY HAVE OR 
HAVE HAD STUDENTS IN A VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Response 
Yes 
No 
Total 
Number 
19 
21 
40 
Percent 
47.5 
52.5 
100.0 
A genera 1 description of the respondents \'las presented in the 
previous section. The following is a presentation and analysis of 
data pertaining to the objectives of the study. 
The local citizens \'Jere asked to express a degree of agreement 
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for each statement on the survey form. Five degrees of agreement rang-
ing from strongly agree to strongly disagree represented the scale 
used by the respondents to react to the statements. The responses \<Jere 
converted to numerical values by expressing strongly agree as 5, agree 
as 4, undecided as 3, disagree as 2, and strongly disagree as 1. These 
were used to compute mean responses. To facilitate reporting of the 
findings, ranges were established for each response category as fol-
lows: strongly agree ranged from 4.5 to 5.0; agree ranged from 3.5 
to 4.4;- undecided ranged from 2.5 to 3.4; disagree ranged from 1.5 to 
2.4; and strongly disagree ranged from 0 to 1.4. 
Respondents• Attitudes as to Selected Aspects of 
the Vocational Agriculture Program to be 
Offered to High School Students 
Vocational Agdculture and the High 
School Curriculum 
Table IV is a summary of reactions by the respondents to state-
ments regarding the role of vocational agriculture in the community and 
also its role as a unit in the high school curriculum. Eight state-
ments were designed for securing information in this area. 
Examination of data in Table IV reveals 12 respondents (30.0 per-
cent) agreed that vocational agriculture should provide students with 
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experience in and a knovJledge of the farming business. Tv1enty-eight 
people (70.0 percent) strongly agreed with this statement. The mean 
response for all groups was calculated to be 4.7, which was a strongly 
agree response for this statement. This wns the most consistent group 
of responses, in a positive form, to a statement by all groups in 
Table IV. 
Table IV indicates 23 (57.5 percent) of the respondents agreed 
that the instructor should provide students with information on how to 
apply and interview for a job. Ten people (25.5 percent) strongly 
agreed with this statement, while 4 (10.0 percent) disagreed. Three 
(7.5 percent) of the respondents were undecided. The mean response 
for this statement was 3.8, which was an overall response of agree. 
T\venty (50.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that the instruc-
tor should maintain an up-to-date record on the job placement of stu-
dents who have completed the program. One (2.5 percent) strongly 
agreed with this statement, while 9 (22.5 percent) were undecided about 
this statement. A mean response of 3.3 gave this statement an overall 
rating of undecided. 
Tv1enty (50.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that a representa-
tive sample of citizens should be used to help determine goals and set 
objectives for the vocational agriculture program. Three (7.5 percent) 
strongly agreed with this statement, while 8 (20.0 percent) were unde-
cided. Seven (17.5 percent) disagreed with this statement, while the 
remaining 2 (5.0 percent) strongly disagreed. The mean response for 
this statement was 3.3, which was an overall rating of undecided. 
T\'lenty (50. 0 percent) of the respondents agreed that vocation a 1 
agriculture should have a primary objective of teaching skills ~Jhich 
TABLE IV 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING GENERAL AGRI-
CULTURE AS PART OF THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percentage. of Responses 
b~ Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un-
Agree Agree decided Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % 
High school vocational agriculture sa 3 60.0 2 40.0 
should provide opportunities that sb 9 60.0 6 40.0 
will give a student experience in AC 4 80.0 1 20.0 
and a knowledge of the farming pd 12 80.0 3 20.0 
business. Total 2-8 /b--:G 12 30~ 
The instructor should provide stu- s 5 100.0 
dents with information on how to B 2 13.3 11 73.4 2 13.3 
apply and interview for a job upon A 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
graduation. p 7 46.7 4 26.7 3 20.0 1 6.6 
Total TO 253 23 57--:5 3 7.5 4 10.0 
The vocational agriculture teacher s 2 40.0 1 20.0 2 40.0 
should maintain an up-to-date B 8 53.4 2 13.3 5 33.3 
record on the job placement of A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
students who have completed the p 1 6. 7. 7 46.7 5 33.3 2 13.3 
program. -rota 1 T 2. 5 20- so.o TO 25~ 9 22.5 
Strongly Cumul. 
Disagree Resp. 
N % 
23 
69 
24 
72 
188 
20 
58 
19 
52 
149 
15 
48 
18 
48 
133 
~iean 
Resp. 
4.6 
4.6 
4.8 
4.8 
4.7 
4.0 
3.9 
3.8 
3.5 
3.8 
3.0 
3.2 
3.6 
3.2 
3.3 
N 
..::::. 
TABLE IV (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
. . . by Degree of Favorabi 1 it,Y 
Strongly Un-
Agree Agree decided Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % 
A representative sample of citizens s 1 20.0 2 40.0 1 20.0 
from the local community should be B 1 6.7 8 53.3 2 13.3 4 26.7 
used to determine goals and set ob- A 1 20.0 4 80.0 jectives for the vocational agri- p 1 6.7 7 46.7 4 26.6 2 13.3 
culture program. Total 3 1.5 20 so.o 8 20.0 7 17.5 
Vocational agriculture should have s 5 100.0 
a primary objective of teaching B 1 6.7 5 33.3 2 13. 3 7 46.7 
skills which will improve the stu- A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
dent•s chance of employment immedi- p 4 26.6 7 46.7 3 20.0 1 6.7 
ately upon graduation from high Total 5 12.5 20 50.0 7 17.5 8 20.0 
school. 
An agricultural program for stu- s 4 80.0 1 20.0 
dents in school should provide B 3 20.0 10 66.7 2 13.3 
training for agricultural occupa- A 1 20.0 4 80.0 
tions closely related to farming. p 6 40.0 8 53.3 1 6.7 
Total TO 25. o 26 65.o 2 s-:o 2 5.0 
Strongly Cumul. 
Disagree Resp. 
N O' 7o 
1 20.0 13 
51 
21 
1 6.7 48 
2 5.0 133 
20 
45 
18 
59 
m 
18 
61 
21 
64 
164 
Mean. 
Resp. 
2.6 
3.4 
4.2 
3.2 
3.3 
4.0 
3.0 
3.6 
3.9 
3.6 
3.6 
4. 1 
4.2 
4.3 
D 
"' <..n 
TABLE IV (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Sj:rongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
An agriculture course in high s l 20.0 4 80.0 
school has no value other than B 2 13. 3 13 86.7 
to prepare a student for farm- A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
i ng. p 8 53.3 7 46.7 
Total 14 35.0 26 65.0 
Student participation in fairs, s 3 60.0 2 40.0 
shows, and contests serves no B 4 26.6 11 73.4 
educational purpose in voca- A 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
tional agriculture. p 2 13.3 6 40.0 7 46.7 
Total 3 7:5 T6 40.0 2T 523 
aS--School Board Members 
bs--Businessmen 
cA--Administrators 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members. 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
6 
17 
8 
23 
54 
8 
19 
10 
25 
62 
t"ean 
. Resp. 
1.2 
1.1 
1.6 
1 . 5 
IT 
1.6 
1.3 
2.0 
1.7 
D 
N 
0'1 
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will improve the student's chances of employment upon graduation. 
Five (12.5 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, while 8 (20.0 
percent) disagreed. The remaining 7 (17.5 percent) were undecided. A 
mean response of 3.6 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
As reported in Table IV, 26 (65.0 percent) of the respondents 
agreed that vocational agriculture should provide training for agricul-
tural occupations closely related to farming. Ten (25.0 percent) 
strongly agreed with this statement, while 2 (5.0 percent) disagreed. 
Two (5.0 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 4.1 gave this 
statement an overall rating of agree. 
Fourteen (35.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed that an 
agricultural course in high school has no other value than to prepare 
a student for farming. The remaining 26 (65.0 percent) of the respon-
dents strongly disagreed with this statement. The mean response of 
1.4 gave this statement an overall rating of strongly disagree. 
As shown in Table IV, 16 (40.0 percent) of the respondents dis-
agreed that student participation in fairs, shows, and contests serves 
no educational purpose in vocational agriculture. Twenty-one (52.5 
percent) of the respondents strongly disagreed with this statement. 
The remaining 3 (7.5 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 1.7 
gave this statement an overall rating of disagree. 
Vocational Agriculture and Classroom 
Instruction 
Table V is a summary of reactions by the respondents to statements 
regarding the classroom instruction aspect of the vocational agriculture 
TABLE V 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING CLASSROOM INSTRUC-
TION AS PART OF THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percenta~e Qf Responses by Degree of Favora~il1ty 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
Better learning experiences occur sa 2 40.0 3 60.0 
if local and area businesses are sb 4 26.7 ll 73.3 
visited and field trips are made Ac 5 100.0 
to allow students the opportunity pd 4 26.7 11 73.3 
of practical application. Total TO 25:0 30 75.0 
The subject content areas of the s 5 100.0 
in-class instruction should be B 3 20.0 9 60.0 3 20.0 
parallel to the agricultural in- A 1 20.0 4 80.0 
dustries of the community. p 2 1 3. 3 8 53.4 3 20.0 2 13.3 
Total 6 rs-:-o 26 6s-:o 6 15.0 2 5:0 
Vocational agriculture should em- s 1 20.0 1 20.0 3 60.0 
phasize teaching students the B 6 40.0 2 13.3 7 46.7 
practical skills of a vocation A 2 40.0 1 20.0 2 40.0 
rather than the theory that under- p 1 6.6 6 40.0 4 26.7 4 26.7 
lies that vocation. Total T - IT --- 8 -20.0 T6 40.0 2.5 5 37.5 
Cumu1. 
Resp. 
22 
64 
20 
64 
170 
20 
60 
21 
55 
156 
13 
44 
15 
49 
121 
Mean 
Resp. 
4.4 
4.3 
4.0 
4.3 
4.3 
4.0 
4.0 
4.2 
3.7 
4.0 
2.6 
2.9 
3.0 
3.3 
3.0 
N 
co 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
gy Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
Vocational agriculture should em- s 2 40.0 3 60.0 
phasize the laboratory or shop B 6 40.0 5 33.3 4 26.7 
aspect more than the purely aca- A 2 40.0 1 20.0 2 40.0 
demic instruction aspect of the p 8 53.3 4 26.7 3 20.0 
vocational agriculture course. Total T8 45.0 TO 25-:D 12 3o.o 
FFA activities should be an in- s 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
tegral part of the instruction in B 5 33.3 9 60.0 l 6.7 
vocational agriculture. A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
p l 6.7 11 73.3 2 1 6.7 
Total 1 1 7 . s 2 6 6 s--:o 3 73 3 73 T 2.5 
Animal Science--nutrition, health, s 2 40.0 2 40.0 1 20.0 
genetics, and similar subjects B 2 13.3 10 67.7 2 13.3 l 6.7 
should be one of the most impor- A 5 100.0 
tant areas of study for the voca- p 1 6.7 11 73.3 3 20.0 
tional agriculture program. Total 3 -1.5 ----.5 28 70.0 7 17.5 2 5.0 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
14 
47 
15 
50 
126 
20 
62 
16 
48 
m 
16 
58 
20 
58 
15-2 
Mean 
Resp. 
2.8 
3. 1 
3.0 
3.3 
3.1 
4.0 
4. 1 
3.2 
3.2 
3.6 
3.2 
3.9 
4.0 
3.9 
3.8 
N 
1.0 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
_ _Qx Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly-
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
Plant Science--fertilization, in- s 4 80.0 1 20.0 
sect and disease control, irriga- B 2 13.3 12 80.0 1 6.7 
tion, and similar topics should be A 4 80.0 1 20.0 
one of the most important areas of p 1 6.7 12 80.0 2 13.3 
study for the focational agricul- Total 3 7. 5 32 80.0 4 10.0 T 2.5 
ture program. 
Agricultural Economics--marketing, s 2 40.0 3 60.0 
farm and ranch management, record B 2 13.3 13 86.7 
keeping, and other simi1ar topics A 5 100.0 
should be one of the most impor- p 2 13.3 11 73.4 2 13.3 
tant areas of study for the voca- Total 6 l 5. 0 32 80.0 2 5:0 
tional agriculture program. 
~S--School Board Members 
B--Businessmen 
cA--Administrators 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
19 
58 
19 
59 
155 
22 
62 
20 
60 
164 
Mean 
Resp. 
3.8 
3.9 
3.8 
3.9 
3.9 
4.4 
4.1 
4.0 
4.0 
4.T 
w 
0 
program. Eight statements were designed for securing information in 
this area. 
Examination of data in Table V reveals 30 (75.0 percent) of the 
respondents agreed that better learning experiences occur if students 
are allovted to visit and observe local and area businesses. Ten 
31 
(25.0 percent) of the respondents strongly agreed with this statement. 
A mean response of 4.3 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Table V indicates 26 (65.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that 
subject content areas of in-class instruction should parallel the agri-
cultural industries of the community. Six (15.0 percent) of the respon-
dents strongly agreed with this statement, ~~ile 2 (5.0 percent) 
disagreed. The remaining 6 (15.0 percent) were undecided. A mean re-
sponse of 4.0 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Sixteen (40.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed that voca-
tional agriculture should emphasize teaching the practical skills of 
a vocation rather than the theory that underlies that vocation. Fif-
teen (37.5 percent) of the respondents agreed with the statement and 
one (2.5 percent) strongly agreed. The remaining 8 (20.0 percent) were 
undecided. A mean response of 3.0 gave this statement an overall rat-
ing of undecided. 
Eighteen (45.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that vocational 
agriculture should emphasize the laboratory or shop aspect of the pro-
gram more than the academic instruction. Twelve (30.0 percent) of the 
respondents disagreed with the statement, while the remaining 10 (25.0 
percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.1 gave this statement 
an overall rating of undecided. 
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Twenty-six (65.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that FFA activ-
ities should be an integral part of the instruction in vocational agri-
culture. Seven (17.5 percent) strongly agreed with this statement. 
Three (7.5 percent) of the respondents disagreed with this statement 
and one (2.5 percent) strongly disagreed. The remaining three (7.5 per-
cent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.6 gave this statement an 
overall rating of agree. 
Table V indicates 28 (70.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that 
animal science subjects such as nutrition, health, and genetics should 
be one of the most important areas of study in the vocational agricul-
ture program. Three (7.5 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, 
while 2 (5.0 percent) disagreed. The remaining 7 (17.5 percent) of the 
respondents vJere undecided. A mean response of 3. 8 gave this statement 
an overall rating of agree. 
Thirty-two (80.0 percent) of the respondents agreed.that plant 
science subjects such as fertilization, insect and disease control, 
and irrigation should be one of the most important areas of study in 
the vocational agriculture program. Three {7.5 percent) strongly 
agreed with the statement, while one (2.5 percent) disagreed. The re-
maining 4 (10.0 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.9 gave 
this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Thirty-two (80.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that agricul-
tural economics subjects such as marketing, farm and ranch management, 
and record keeping should be one of the most important areas of study 
in the vocational agriculture program. Six (15.0 percent) strongly 
agreed with this statement, while the remaining two (5.0 percent) were 
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undecided. A mean response of 4.1 gave this statement an overall rat-
; ng of agree. 
Supervised Occupational Experience Program 
Table VI is a summary of reactions by the respondents to statements 
regarding the supervised occupational experience program aspect of·the 
vocationa 1 agriculture program. Nine statements \'/ere designed for secur-
ing information in this area. 
Examination of data in Table VI reveals 28 (70.0 percent) of the 
respondents agreed that projects such as cattle, sheep, and wheat are a 
necessary part of the vocational agriculture program. Ten (25.0 percent) 
of the respondents strongly agreed with this statement, while 2 (5.0 
percent) disagreed. A mean response of 4.1 gave this statement an over-
all rating of agree. 
Thirty-one (77.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that students 
entering non-farm agricultural occupations would benefit from supervised 
farming experiences. The remaining 9 (22.5 percent) strongly agreed 
with this statement. A mean response of 4.2 gave this statement an 
overall rating of agree. 
Table VI indicates that 24 (60.0 percent) of the respondents dis-
agreed that the supervised farm training programs are too strongly em-
phasized in vocational agriculture. Three (7.5 percent) strongly 
disagreed \'lith this statement, while 9 (22.5 percent) were undecided. 
Four (10.0 percent) of the respondents agreed with this statement. A 
mean response of 2.5 gave this statement an overall rating of undecided. 
Nineteen (47.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that students 
should have more production projects (co\'J/calf, pen of sheep, pen of 
TABLE VI 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE SUPERVISED 
OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE PROGRAM AS PART OF THE 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
fujree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N c; /0 N % N % N % N % 
Projects, such as cattle, sheep, sa 5 100.0 
\':heat, etc., are a necessary part sb 5 33.3 9 60.0 1 6.7 
of the program because of their Ac 5 100.0 
"Har.ds on" experience and profit pd 5 33.3 9 60.0 1 6.7 
making factors. Total 10 2s. o 2s -;o-:o 2 5.0 
Students entering non-farm agri- s 1 20.0 4 80.0 
cultural occupations would benefit B 3 20.0 12 80.0 
from supervised farming experiences A . 5 1 00.0 
along with the classroom instruc- p 5 33.3 10 66.7 
tion. Total 9 22.5 31 77.5. 
Supervised farm training programs s 2 40.0 3 60.0 
are too strongly emphasized in B 4 26.6 10 66.7 1 6.7 
vocational agriculture. A 3 60.0 1 20.0 1 20.0 
p 1 6.7 2 13. 3 10 66.7 2 13.3 
Total 4 TO:O 9 22.5 24 60.0 3 7:5 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
20 
63 
20 
63 
166 
21 
63 
20 . 
65 
169 
12 
33 
17 
32 
94 
Mean 
Resp. 
4.0 
4.2 
4.0 
4.2 
4:1 
4.2 
4.2 
4.0 
4.3 
4.2 
2.4 
2.2 
3.4 
2. 1 
2.5 
w 
,+:::. 
TABLE VI (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un-
Agree Agree decided Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % 
Students should have more production s 3 60.0 1 20.0 1 20.0 
projects (cm'l/calf, pen of sheep, B 7 46.7 5 33.3 3 20.0 
pen of pigs) rather than show proj- A 4 80.0 1 20.0 
ects (steers, barrows, wethers). p 2 13.3 8 53.4 3 20.0 2 13.3 
Total 6 15.0 T9 473 9 22.5 6 15.0 
Supervising a student's animals or s 2 40.0 3 60.0 
crop projects on his horne farm is B 13 86.6 1 6.7 1 6.7 
one of the most important tasks of A 1 20.0 1 20.0 3 60.0 
the vocational agriculture teacher. p 2 13.3 6 40.0 4 26.7 3 20.0 
Total 2 5.0 22 s s--:-o 9 22.5 7 17.5 
A school farm or other facility s 4 80.0 1 20.0 
where a student can obtain super- B 13 86.7 2 13.3 
vised farming experience is a val- A 5 100.0 
uable asset for students to learn p 5 33.3 7 46.7 1 6.7 2 13.3 
about agriculture. Total 5 12.5 29 -7-2.5 4 10.0 2 5.0 
Strongly Cumul. 
Disagree Resp. 
N % 
17 
49 
24 
55 
145 
17 
57 
13 
52 
139 
18 
58 
20 
60 
156 
Mean 
Resp. 
3.4 
3.3 
4.8 
3.7 
3-:8 
3.4 
3.8 
2.6 
3.5 
3.3 
3.6 
3.9 
4.0 
4.0 
3.9 
w 
U1 
TABLE VI (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
~b.z Degree of Favorabilit.z 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disaoree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N Of /0 
Supervised projects are a meaning- s 5 1 00.0 
ful application experience for the B 1 6.7 14 93.3 
student to apply what he is learn- A 5 100.0 
ing in the classroom. p 4 26.7 ll 73.3 
Total 5 123 35 87.5 
Project programs should be directed s 5 100.0 
toward a learning situation only, B 1 6.7 2 13.3 12 80.0 
and have no educational value when A 1 20.0 4 80.0 
being adapted to the show ring or p 1 u 2 13.3 9 60.0 3 20.0 
fairs. Total 2 5.0 5 12.5 30 75.0 3 7.5 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
20 
61 
20 
64 
165 
10 
34 
11 
31 
86 
Mean 
· Resp. 
4.0 
4.1 
4.0 
4.3 
"4.T 
2.0 
2.3 
2.2 
2. 1 
2.2 
w 
0') 
TABLE VI (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
b~ Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
Students should be encouraged to s 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
exhibit their animals at fairs as B 1 6.7 12 80.0 2 13. 3 
this can provide motivation for A 1 20.0 1 20.0 1 20.0 2 40.0 
raising better animals and produc- p 6 40.0 6 40.0 3 20.0 
ing better projects. Total 9 22:5 2 2 5-5-:lJ 7 17.5 2 5:0 
aS--School Board Members 
bs--Businessmen 
cA--Administrators 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
20 
59 
16 
63 
158 
Mean 
Resp. 
4.0 
3.9 
3.2 
4.2 
3.8 
w 
"'-.! 
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pigs) rather than show projects (steers, barrows, and wethers). Six 
(15.0 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, while 6 (15.0 per-
cent) disagreed. The remaining 9 (22.5 percent) of the respondents 
were undecided. A mean response of 3.8 gave this statement an overall 
rating of agree. 
Twenty-bm (55.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that supervis-
ing a student's animal or crop projects on his home farm is one of the 
most important tasks of the vocational agriculture instructor. Two 
(5.0 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, while 7 (17.5 percent) 
disagreed. The remaining 9 (22.5 percent) were undecided. A mean re-
sponse of 3.3 gave this statement an overall rating of undecided. 
Twenty-nine (72.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that a school 
farm or other facility where a student can obtain supervised farming 
experiences is a valuable asset for students to learn more about voca-
tional agriculture. Five (12.5 percent) of the respondents.strongly 
agreed with this statement, while 2 (5.0 percent) disagreed. The re-
maining 4 (10.0 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.9 gave 
this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Table VI indicates that 35 (87.5 percent) of the respondents 
agreed that supervised projects are a meaningful application experience 
for the student to apply what he is learning in the classroom. The 
remaining 5 (12.5 percent) strongly agreed with this statement. A mean 
response of 4.1 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Thirty (75.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed with the state-
ment that project programs should be directed toward a learning situa-
tion only, and have no educational value when being adapted to the show 
ring or fairs. Three (7.5 percent) strongly disagreed with this 
39 
statement, while 2 (5.0 percent) agreed. The remaining 5 (12.5 percent) 
were undecided. A mean response of 2.2 gave this statement an overall 
rating of disagree. 
Twenty-t\'m (55.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that students 
should be encouraged to exhibit their animals at fairs as this can pro-
vide motivation for raising better animals. Nine (22.5 percent) 
strongly agreed with this statement, while 2 (5.0 percent) disagreed. 
The remaining 7 (17.5 percent) \'Jere undecided. A mean response of 3.8 
gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
FFA and the Vocational Agriculture Program 
Table VII is a summary of reactions by the l~espondents to state-
ments regarding the FFA•s role in the vocational agriculture program. 
Nine statements were designed for securing information in this area. 
Examination of data in Table VII reveals 28 (70.0 percent) of the 
respondents agreed that all vocational agriculture students should be 
strongly encouraged towards membership in the FFA organization. Six 
{15.0 percent) of the respondents strongly agreed with this statement, 
while 3 (7.5 percent) disagreed. The remaining 3 (7.5 percent) were 
undecided. A mean response of 3.9 gave this statement an overall rat-
; ng of agl'ee. 
Table VII indicates 24 (60.0 percent) of the respondents agreed 
that involvement in activities sponsored by the FFA significantly influ-
ences career choices. Five (12.5 percent) strongly agreed with this 
statement, while 2 (5.0 percent) disagreed. The remaining 9 (22.5 per-
cent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.6 gave this statement an 
overall rating of agree. 
TABLE VII 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE FFA AS 
PART OF THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorabilit~ 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N Ol .N % N % IV 
All vocational agriculture students sa 4 80.0 1 20.0 
should be strongly encouraged Bb 4 26.6 9 60.0 1 6.7 1 6.7 
towards membership in the FFA organ- Ac 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
ization. pd 1 6. 7 12 80. 0 1 6.6 1 6.7 
Total 6 15.0 28 70.0 3 73 3 7--:5 
Involvement in activities spon- s 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
sored by the FFA significantly B 2 13.3 8 53.4 4 26.6 1 6.7 
influences career choices by par- A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
ticipating students. p 2 13.3 10 66.7 2 l 3. 3 1 6.7 
Total 5 12. 5 24- 60-:G 9 22.5 2 s:o-
All students should be required to s 4 80.0 1 20.0 
participate in at least one FFA B 3 20.0 10 66.7 2 13.3 
contest such as livestock judging, A 1 20.0 1 20.0 3 60.0 
public speaking, creed, or parlia~ p 3 20.0 10 66.6 1 6.7 1 6.7 
r;.enta ry ptocedure. Total 7 -rr:-s 2 5 62:-5 4 10:0 4 10.0 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
18 
61 
20 
58 
157 
20 
46 
18 
58 
142 
19 
61 
15 
60 
155 
Mean 
Resp. 
3.6 
4.1 
4.0 
3.9 
3.9 
4.0 
3. 1 
3.6 
3.9 
3.6 
3.8 
4.1 
3.0 
4.0 
3.7 
.j::>. 
0 
TABLE VII (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
Qy Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly Cumul. Mean 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Agree Resp. Resp. 
Statements N % N Ol N C/ N % N % lo /0 
The advanced degree and awards pro- s 3 60.0 2 40.0 18 3.6 
grams are one of the best public B l 6.7 9 60.0 3 20.0 2 13.3 54 3.6 
relations and community interest A 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 19 3.8 
programs the FFA has to offer. p 3 20.0 10 66.7 2 13.3 61 4.0 
Total 5 12.5 25- 62.5 --r 1 7. 5 3 --=r:s 152 3.8 
All students should be encouraged s 4 80.0 1 20.0 19 3.8 
to participate in some type of B 3 20.0 12 80.0 63 4.2 
av:ard program (Building Our Commun- A 4 80.0 1 20.0 18 3.6 
ity, Safety, Proficiency, Superior p 2 13.3 11 73.4 2 13.3 60 4.0 
Chapter, Advanced Degree, etc.). Total 5 T2.2 31 77.5 3 --=r:s T 2:5 160 3:9 
FFA activities are presently re- s 2 40.0 2 40.0 1 20.0 15 3.0 
quiring students to miss too many B 1 6.7 1 6.7 7 46.6 5 33.3 1 6.7 41 2.7 
days of regular class time. A 3 60.0 2 40.0 23 4.6 
p 4 26.7 5 33.3 4 26~7 2 13.3 41 2.7 
Total 4 10.0 9 22.5 T4 35.0 9 22.5 4 10.0 120 3. 3-
The FFA chapter is presently s 3 60.0 2 40.0 13 2.6 
spending too much time publiciz- 8 3 20.0 10 66.7 2 13.3 31 2.1 
ing its local and state activities. A 5 100.0 10 2.0 
p 1 6.7 11 73.3 3 20.0 28 1.9 
Total 7 T7. 5 28 7o-:D 5 12.5 82 2.2 
~ 
_, 
TABLE VII (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N % 
Fairs and the showing of livestock s 2 40.0 2 40.0 1 20.0 
have lost their practical aspect B 1 6.7 14 93.3 
and should be deleted from the A 1 20.0 2 40.0 l 20.0 1 20.0 
FFA's scope of activities. p 2 13.3 11 73.4 2 13.3 
Total 1 2.5 7 17.5 28 70.0 4 10.0 
The vocational agriculture teacher s 2 40.0 2 40.0 1 20.0 
should plan all FFA activities B 1 6.7 8 53.3 4 26.7 2 13.3 
with school administrators. A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
p 2 13.3 8 53.4 3 20.0 2 13.3 
Total 8 20.:0 "20 50.0 8 2-0:0 4 To.O 
~S--School Board Members 
B--Businessmen 
cA--Administrators 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
11 
31 
14 
30 
86 
21 
53 
23 
52 
149 
t1ean 
Resp. 
2.2 
2. 1 
2.8 
2.0 
2.3 
4.2 
3.5 
4.6 
3.5 
4.0 
.,t:>. 
N 
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Twenty-five (62.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that all stu-
dents should be required to participate in at least one FFA contest 
such as livestock judging, public speaking, creed, or parliamentary 
procedure. Seven (17.5 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, 
while 4 (10.0 percent) disagreed. The remaining 4 (10.0 percent) were 
undecided. A mean response of 3.7 gave this statement an overall rating 
of agree. 
Twenty-five (62.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that the ad-
vanced degree and awards programs are one of the best public relations 
and community interest programs the FFA has to offer. Five (12.5 per-
cent) strongly agreed with this statement, while 3 (7.5 percent) dis-
agreed. The remaining 7 (17.5 percent) were undecided. A mean 
response of 3.8 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Thirty-one (77.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that all stu-
dents should be encouraged to participate in some type of avJard pro-
gram (Building our American Community, Safety, Proficiency, Superior 
Chapter, or Advanced Degree). Five (12.5 percent) strongly agreed 
with this statement, while l (2.5 percent) disagreed. The remaining 
3 (7.5 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.9 gave this state-
ment an overall rating of agree. 
Table VII indicates 9 (22.5 percent) of the respondents agreed 
that FFA activities are presently requiring students to miss too many 
days of regular class time. Four (10.0 percent) strongly agreed with 
this statement and 4 (10.0 percent) strongly disagreed. The largest 
group, 14 (35.0 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.3 gave 
this statement an overall rating of undecided. 
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Twenty-eight (70.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed that the 
FFA chapter is presently spending too much time publicizing its local 
and state activities. Five (12.5 percent) strongly disagreed with 
this statement, while 7 (17.5 percent) were undecided. A mean response 
of 2.2 gave this statement an overall rating of disagree. 
Twenty-eight (70.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed that 
fairs and the showing of livestock have lost their practical aspect 
and should be deleted from the FFA's scope of activities. Four (10.0 
percent) strongly disagreed with this statement, while l (2.5 percent) 
strongly agreed. The remaining 7 (17.5 percent) were undecided. A mean 
response of 2.3 gave this statement an overall rating of disagree. 
Twenty (50.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that the vocational 
agriculture teacher should plan all FFA activities with school admin-
istrators. Eight (20.0 percent) strongly agreed with this statement, 
while 4 (10.0 percent) disagreed. The remaining 8 (20.0 percent) were 
undecided. A mean response of 4.0 gave this statement an overall rat-
ing of agree. 
Agricultural Mechanics and the Vocational 
Agriculture Program 
Table VIII is a SUITh~ary of reactions by the respondents to state-
ments regarding the agricultural mechanics aspect of the vocational 
agriculture program. Four statements were designed for securing infor-
mation in this area. 
Examination of data in Table VIII reveals 31 (77.5 percent) of the 
respondents agreed that the areas of agricultural mechanics are a vital 
part of the vocational agriculture curriculum. The remaining 9 (22.5 
TABLE VIII 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS AS PART OF THE VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
bi Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
E!Jree Acree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N Ol lo N % N % 
The areas of agricultural mechanics sa 5 l 00. 0 
are a vital part of the vocational sb 3 20.0 12 80.0 
agriculture curriculum. Ac l 20.0 4 80.0 pd 5 33.3 10 66.7 
Total 9 22-:-s 31 -~-rr:s 
Most of the time in shop should be s 1 20.0 4 80.0 
spent on welding and metal work B 1 6.7 13 86.6 1 6.7 
rather than on topics like small A 3 60.0 2 40.0 
gas engines, machinery adjustments, p 2 13.3 11 73.4 2 13.3 
electricity, plumbing, and similar Total 4 10.0 3T 77.5 5 12.5 
topics. 
The agricultural mechanics program s 1 20.0 4 80.0 
should stress more emphasis on the B 4 26.7 2 13.3 9 60.0 
learning of agricultural mechanic•s A 2 40.0 1 20.0 2 40.0 
skills and less on project comple- p 7 46.7 3 20.0 5 33.3 
tion. Total 14 35. o To 2s. o n 4o. a 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
20 
63 
21 
65 
169 
11 
30 
8 
30 
79 
16 
40 
15 
47 
m 
nean 
Resp. 
4.0 
4.2 
4.2 
4.3 
4.2 
2.2 
2.0 
1.6 
2.0 
2.0 
3.2 
2.7 
3.0 
3. 1 
3.0 
.:::. 
0'1 
TABLE VIII (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
. by Degree of Fa vorabi 1 i ty 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N 0/ N % N % /0 
More emphasis should be placed on s 1 20.0 4 80.0 
agricultural mechanics than on areas B 1 6.7 1 6.7 13 86.6 
such as livestock nutrition, pasture A 1 20.0 4 80.0 
management, and record keeping. p 1 6.7 3 20.0 11 73.3 
Total 2 5:0 6 rs-:o 32- 8o. o 
~S--School Board Members 
8--Businessmen 
cA--Administratros 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
11 
33 
11 
35 
90 
Mean 
Resp. 
2.3 
2.2 
2.2 
2.3 
2.2 
.::::. 
O'l 
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percent) strongly agreed with this statement. A mean response of 4.2 
gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Thirty-one (77.5 percent) of the respondents disagreed that most 
of the time in shop should be spent on welding and metal work rather 
than on topics like small gasoline engines, machinery adjustments, 
electricity, plumbing, and similar topics. Five (12.5 percent) 
strongly disagreed with this statement and the other 4 (10.0 percent) 
were undecided. A mean response of 2.0 gave this statement an overall 
rating of disagree. 
Table VIII indicates 16 (40.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed 
that the agricultural mechanics program should stress more emphasis on 
the learning of agricultural mechanic skills and less on project comple-
tion. Fourteen (35.0 percent) agreed with this statement, while 10 
(25.0 percent) \'Jere undecided. A mean response of 3.0 gave this state-
ment an overall rating of undecided. 
Thi rty-tvm (80. 0 percent) of the respondents disagreed that more 
emphasis should be placed on agricultural mechanics than on areas such 
as livestock nutrition, pasture management, and record keeping. Tvm 
(5.0 percent) agreed with this statement, while the remaining 6 (15.0 
percent) were undecided. A mean response of 2.2 gave this statement 
an overall rating of disagree. 
Young Farmer Programs and Vocational 
Agriculture 
Table IX is a summary of reactions by the respondents to state-
ments regarding the role of a Young Farmer Program in the vocational 
TABLE IX 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS CONCERNING YOUNG FARMERS 
PROGRAMS AS PART OF THE VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Disagree 
Statements N % N % N % N % N 0/ /O 
An important part of the total voca- sa 3 60.0 1 20.0 1 20.0 
tional agriculture program should sb 13 86.6 1 6.7 l 6.7 
be to assist young men out-of- Ac 4 80.0 1 20.0 
school to advance in their agricu1- pd 9 60.0 3 20.0 3 20.0 
tural careers. Total 29 72.5 5 12.5 5 12.5 r 2.5 
The local school should have the s 1 20.0 3 60.0 1 20.0 
responsibility for providing in- B 4 26.7 5 33.3 5 33.3 1 6.7 
struction which assists young men A 4 80.0 1 20.0 
out-of-school in becoming estab- p 4 26.7 5 33.3 5 33.3 1 6.7 
lished in farming. Total T3 32.5 T3 32.5 TO 25-:D 4 10.0 
A local young farmer chapter should s 1 20.0 4 80.0 
be maintained to provide a contin- B 12 80.0 3 20.0 
uing learning experience for former A 4 80.0 1 20.0 
vocational agriculture graduates. p 9 60.0 3 20.0 3 20.0 
Total 26 65.0 TO 25.0 4 10.0 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
17 
57 
17 
51 
142 
14 
42 
17 
42 
115 
16 
57 
18 
51 
142 
Mean 
Resp. 
3.4 
3.8 
3.4 
3.4 
3.5 
2.8 
2.8 
3.4 
2.8 
3.0 
3.2 
3.8 
3.6 
3.4 
3.5 
~ 
00 
Statements 
Individual follow-up instruction 
should be provided on the local 
farm for young men who have com-
pleted the program and are estab-
lishing an agricultural career. 
as--School Board Members 
bs--Businessrnen 
cA--Administrators 
s 
B 
A 
p 
Total 
TABLE IX (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Responses 
by Degree of Favorability 
Strongly Un- Strongly 
Agree Agree decided Disagree Agree 
N % N % N % N O' 7o N % 
1 20.0 1 20.0 3 60.0 
6 40.0 6 40.0 3 20.0 
3 60.0 1 20.0 1 20.0 
4 26.7 6 40.0 5 33.3 
T4 35.0 T4 3~0 T2 30.0 
dP--Parents of present and past FFA members 
Cumul. 
Resp. 
13 
48 
17 
44 
122 
Mean 
Resp. 
2.6 
3.2 
3.4 
2.9 
3.0 
~ 
1..0 
agriculture program. Four statements were designed for securing in-
formation in this area. 
Examination of data in Table IX reveals 29 (72.5 percent) of 
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the respondents agreed that an important part of the vocational agri-
culture program should be to assist young men out-of-school to advance 
in their agricultural careers. Five (12.5 percent) disagreed with this 
statement, while one (2.5 percent) strongly disagreed. The remaining 
5 (12.5 percent) were undecided. A mean response of 3.5 gave this 
statement an overall rating of agree. 
Thirteen (32.5 percent) of the respondents agreed that the local 
school should have the responsibility for providing instruction which 
assists young men out-of-school in becoming establishing in farming. 
Ten (25.0 percent) disagreed with this statement and 4 (10.0 percent) 
strongly disagreed. The remaining 13 (32.5 percent) were undecided. 
A mean response of 3.0 gave this statement an overall rating of 
undecided. 
Table IX indicates 26 (65.0 percent) of the respondents agreed 
that a local young farmer chapter should be maintained to provide a 
continuing learning experience for former vocational agriculture grad-
uates. Four (10.0 percent) of the respondents disagreed with this 
statement, while 10 (25.0 percent) were undecided. A mean response 
of 3.5 gave this statement an overall rating of agree. 
Fourteen (35.0 percent) of the respondents agreed that individ-
ual follow-up instruction should be provided on the local farm for 
young men who have completed the program and are establishing an 
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agricultural career. T\'/elve (30.0 percent) disagreed with this state-
ment, while the remaining 14 (35.0 percent) were undecided. A mean 
response of 3.0 gave this statement an overall rating of undecided. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOf~MENDATIONS 
Summary 
Purpose and Objectives 
The purpose of the study was to obtain opinions of local citizens 
concerning the goals and objectives pertinent to the future of the vo-
cational agriculture program and present the objectives in a form useful 
to those concerned with program development in vocational agriculture 
education. 
To accomplish the pw~pose of this study the following objectives 
had to be established: (l) to determine the community's attitudes 
to\'Jard the purpose of the vocational agriculture program in the commun-
ity and its relationship to the high school curriculum; (2) to determine 
the community's attitudes toward the classroom aspect of the vocational 
agriculture program; (3) to determine the community's attitudes tov1ard 
the supervised occupational experience program aspect of the vocational 
agriculture program; (4) to determine the community's attitudes on the 
Future Farmers of America organization's role in the vocational agri-
culture program; (5) to determine the community's attitudes toward the 
agricultural mechanics aspect of the vocational agriculture program; 
and (6) to determine the community's attitudes toward a Young Farmer 
Program's role in the vocational agriculture program. 
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Procedure 
Data was collected by use of a questionnaire v1hich was mailed to 
the five members of the Fairview board of education and the five ad-
ministrators of the Fairview Public School system. Questionnaires were 
also mailed to 20 randomly selected businessmen and 20 randomly selec-
ted parents of FFA members. The questionnaires were designed to measure 
responses to a selected set of statements which corresponded to the ob-
jectives of the study. Each statement was followed by five degrees of 
agreement response categories. The respondents were asked to indicate 
the degree to which they agreed or disagreed with each statement. 
Fifty questionnaires were mailed to citizens of the Fairview com-
munity as described above. Forty of those were returned. The 80 per-
cent return was deemed adequate to represent the community. 
Data were computed and presented in table form in the previous 
chapter. Although the results were broken down into four categories, 
the intent of the study was to reveal a mean response for each state-
ment. The final chapter reflects a summary of those findings. 
Findings 
Table X presents an overall summary of responses of selected citi-
zens of the Fairview community to the statements designed to assess 
their expectations of vocational agriculture. Statements are ranked 
by overall mean and categorized by individual objective areas. 
TABLE X 
SUf~~1ARY OF RESPONSES RELATING TO EXPECT/\T10tiS OF 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE BY CITIZENS OF 
THE FAI RV IE\~ COt·1r·1UNITY 
Statement 
Genera 1 Agriculture and the 
High School Curriculum 
High school vocational agriculture 
should provide opportunities that 
will give a student experience in 
and a knowledge of the farming 
business. 
An agricultural program for stu-
dents in school should provide 
training for agricultural occupa-
tions closely related to farming. 
The instructor should provide stu-
dents vlith information on how 
to apply and interview for a job 
upon graduation. 
Vocational agriculture should have 
a primary objective of teaching 
skills which will improve the stu-
dent•s chance of employment im-
mediately upon graduation from 
high school. 
The vocational agriculture teacher 
should maintain an up-to-date 
record on the job placement of 
students who have completed the 
program. 
A representative sample of citi-
zens from the local community 
should be used to determine goals 
and set objectives for the voca-
tional agriculture program. 
Student participation in fairs, 
shov1s, and contests serves no edu-
cational purpose in vocational 
agriculture. 
An agriculture course in high 
school has no value other than 
to prepare a student for 
farming. 
Over a 11 
Mean 
4.7 
4.1 
3.8 
3.6 
3.3 
3.3 
1.7 
1.4 
Category 
of Response 
Strongly 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Undecided 
Undecided 
Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 
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TABLE X (Continued) 
Statement 
Vocational Agriculture and 
the Classroom Aspect 
Better learning experiences occur 
if local and area businesses are 
visited and field trips are made 
to allow students the opportunity 
of practical application. 
Agricultural Economics--marketing, 
farm and ranch management, record 
keeping, and other similar topics 
should be one of the most impor-
tant areas of study for the voca-
tional agriculture program. 
The subject content areas of the 
in-class instruction should be 
parallel to the agriculture in-
dustries of the community. 
Plant Science--fertilization, in-
sect and disease control, irriga-
tion, and similar topics should 
be one of the most important areas 
of study for the vocational agri-
culture progl·am. 
Animal Science--nutrition, health, 
genetics, and similar subjects 
should be one of the most impor-
tant areas of study for the voca-
tional agriculture program. 
FFA activities should be an in-
tegral part of the instruction in 
vocational agriculture. 
Vocational agriculture should em-
phasize the laboratory or shop as-
pect more than the purely academic 
instruction aspect of the voca-
tional agriculture course. 
Vocational agriculture should em-
phasize teaching students the 
practical skills of a vocation 
rather than the theory that under-
ies that vocation. 
Over a 11 
Mean 
4.3 
4.1 
4.0 
3.9 
3.8 
3.6 
3. l 
3.0 
Category 
of Response 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Undecided 
Undecided 
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TABLE X (Continued) 
Statement 
Vocational Agriculture and the S~er­
vised Occupational Experience Program 
Students entering non-farm agri-
cultural occupations would benefit 
from supervised farming experiences 
along with the classroom instruc-
tion. 
Projects such as cattle, sheep, 
wheat, etc., are a necessary part 
of the program because of their 
11 hands on" experience and profit 
making factors. 
Supervised projects are a meaning-
ful application experience for the 
student to apply what he is learn-
ing in the classroom. 
A school farm or other facility 
where a student can obtain super-
vised farming experience is a val-
uable asset for students to learn 
about agriculture. 
Students should be encouraged to 
exhibit their animals at fairs as 
this can provide motivation for 
raising better animals and produc-
ing better projects. 
Students should have more produc-
tion projects (cow/calf, pen of 
sheep, pen of pigs) rather than 
show projects (steers, barrovJs, 
wethers). 
Supervising a student's animals or 
crop projects on his home farm is 
one of the most important tasks of 
the vocational agriculture teacher. 
Supervised farm training programs 
are too strongly emphasized in vo-
cational agriculture. 
Project programs should be directed 
toward a learning situation only, 
and have no educational value when 
being adapted to the show ring or 
fairs. 
Over a 11 
Mean 
4.2 
4.1 
4.1 
3.9 
3.8 
3.8 
3.3 
2.5 
2.2 
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Category 
of Response 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Undecided 
Disagree 
TABLE X (Continued) 
Statement 
Vocational Agriculture and the FFA 
The vocational agriculture teacher 
should plan all FFA activities 
with school administrators. 
All students should be encouraged 
to participate in some type of 
avJard program (Guilding Our Ameri-
can Community, Safety, Proficiency, 
Superior Chapter, Advanced Degree, 
etc.). 
All vocational agriculture students 
should be strongly encouraged 
towards membership in the FFA or-
ganization. 
The advanced degree and awards pro-
grams are one of the best public 
relations and community interest 
programs the FFA has to offer. 
All students should be required to 
participate in at least one FFA 
contest such as livestock judging, 
public speaking, creed, or parlia-
mentary procedure. 
Involvement in activities sponsored 
by the FFA significantly influences 
career choices by participating 
students. 
FFA activities are presently requir-
ing students to miss too many days 
of regular class time. 
Fairs and the showing of livestock 
have lost their practical aspect 
and should be deleted from the FFA's 
scope of activities. 
The FFA chapter is presently spend-
ing too much time publicizing its 
local and state activities. 
Overall 
Mean 
4.0 
3.9 
3.9 
3.8 
3.7 
3.6 
3.3 
2.3 
2.2 
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Category 
of Response 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Agree 
Undecided 
Disagree 
Disagree 
TABLE X (Continued) 
Statement 
Vocational Agriculture and the Agri-
cultural Mechanics Proqram 
The areas of agricultural mechanics 
are a vital part of the vocational 
agriculture curriculum. 
The agricultural mechanics program 
should stress more emphasis on the 
learning of agricultural mechanic•s 
skills and less on project comple-
tion. 
More emphasis should be placed on 
agricultural mechanics than on 
areas such as livestock nutrition, 
pasture management, and record 
keeping. 
Most of the time in shop should be 
spent on welding and m2tal work 
rather than on topics like small 
gas engines, machinery adjustments, 
electricity, plumbing, and similar 
topics. 
Vocational Agriculture and the Young 
Farmers Program 
An important part of the total voca-
tional agriculture program should 
be to assist young men out-of-school 
to advance in their agricultural 
careers. 
A local farmer chapter should be 
maintained to provide a continuing 
learning experience for former voca-
tional agriculture graduates. 
The local school should have the re-
sponsibility for providing instruc-
tion which assists young men out-of-
school in becoming established in 
farming. 
Indi vidua 1 fo 11 0\'l-up instruction 
should be provided on the local farm 
for young men v1ho have completed the 
program and are establishing an ag-
ricultural career. 
Overall 
Mean 
4.2 
3.0 
2.2 
t.o 
3.5 
3.5 
3.0 
3.0 
Category 
of Response 
Agree 
Undecided 
Disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Agree 
Undecided 
Undecided 
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Conclusion 
From the analysis of data collected, certain conclusions can be 
drawn. The investigator feels justified in concluding the following 
statements concerning the vocational agriculture program as viewed 
by citizens of the Fairviev.r community. 
The citizens of Fairview believe that the general agriculture 
division of the vocational agriculture program has the primary objec-
tive of teaching a student skills which will improve chances of se-
curing a job upon graduation from high school. The program should 
provide students with experiences in and a knowledge of the farming 
business and also in businesses closely related to the agricultural 
industry. In that same line, the instructor should provide students 
with information on how to apply and interview for a job. 
Local citizens believe that the classroom aspect of the vocational 
agriculture program should parallel the agricultural industries of the 
con~unity. Visits and field trips to those same facilities will cre-
ate better learning experiences and will also provide a better oppor-
tunity for practical application to be viewed. The FFA should also 
be maintained as an integral part of the classroom instruction. The 
areas of plant and animal science are of equal importance, while be-
cause of the ever increasing management needs, agricultural economics 
should receive increased emphasis. 
Local citizens believe that the supervised occupational experi-
ence program is a very necessary component of the vocational agricul-
ture program. The 11 hands on .. experience would not only benefit farm 
students, but students v1ho are interested in non-farm agricultural 
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related occupations. The supervised projects are a meaningful appli-
cation of classroom instruction. A school farm or other facility 
would be an asset to learn more about agriculture and would also pro-
vide a place for projects for those students who live in town. It is 
concluded that citizens would like to see more commercial projects 
raised by students. The feeling is not against show animals, but more 
toward the raising of a student's own show lamb, calf, or barro\'J. The 
fairs and shows still provide an excellent learning and educational ex-
perience, but need to be more practical minded. 
Regarding the FFA's role in the vocational agriculture program, 
it was concluded that all students should be encouraged to become FFA 
members. All students should be required to participate in some type 
of individual effort, such as public speaking or livestock judging. 
If not an individual project, then a group project such as Chapter 
Safety, Superior Chapter, or Building Our American Community. In-
volvement in such activities increases awareness and significantly 
influences career choices. These activities are some of the best 
public relations tools available. The FFA chapter needs to spend 
more time publicizing its activities and these same activities should 
be revie\'Jed with local school administrators. 
Local citizens viewed the areas of agricultural mechanics as a 
vital part of the vocational agriculture program. The areas of small 
gasoline engines, plumbing, and electricity are just as important as 
welding and metal work. The agriculture mechanics program, however, 
is no more important than any of the other areas of instruction. 
An important part of the total vocational agriculture program 
should be to assist young men out-of-school to advance in their 
agricultural careers. One method of doing this was to maintain a 
local Young Farmer chapter which can provide a continuing learning 
experience for former graduates. 
Recommendations 
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The final section will suggest possible recommendations to cor-
rect faults in the present vocational agriculture program. This study 
will be of great value in helping to change some of those faults. In 
view of the data collected from this study, it is recommended that: 
1. The citizens be informed on the vital nature of follow-up 
data and its impact so far as the feedback it presents to 
the instructors. 
2. The instructors stress the importance of an advisory com-
mittee and its role in a vocational agriculture program. 
3. More information be given citizens concerning the.differ-
ent areas of supervised occupational experience programs. 
4. Citizens be aware of the policy that supervising a stu-
dent's animals or crop projects is an important function 
of the vocational agriculture instructor. 
5. The vocational agriculture instructor search for means of 
eliminating some days of class time missed by students. 
6. Future discussion with specific groups within the sample 
body be designed to show the importance of individual ac-
tivities and their total effect on the entire program. 
7. Equal time be allocated for the learning of agricultural 
mechanics skills and for project completion. 
8. A Youn~ Farmer Chapter assume the responsibility of as-
sistin~ youth in continuing their educational processes 
in the agricultural field. 
9. The young men involved in the Young Farmer program be 
providl~d the best possible follow-up instruction. 
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June 16, 1 980 
To Whom It May Concern: 
If I may have a few moments of your time, I ask your cooperation in 
filling out the enclosed questionnaire. The questionnaire is designed 
to obtain data concerning the vocational agriculture program at Fair-
view High School. The information will be compiled for a thesis in 
the Agricultural Education Department at Oklahoma State University. 
The questionnaire is being sent to a cross-section of present and 
past FFA parents and to a cross-section of local businessffien. The 
questionnaire is also being sent to all school board members and 
school administrators. The questionnaire is designed to measure pres-
ent attitudes toward the purpose and function of the vocational agri-
culture program in the Fairview community. 
I realize your work load is heavy and time is short. You may feel 
like discarding the entire questionnaire, but some of the information 
received here will help mold the future of the vocational ~griculture 
program. You are the only one who can give me this information and I 
need 100% participation to carry out my study. 
Please complete the questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. 
A self-addressed, stamped envelope is furnished for your convenience. 
Enclosures 
Sincerely yours, 
Kendall Brashears 
Vocational Agriculture Instructor 
Fairview High School 
Fairview, Oklahoma 
APPENDIX B 
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EXPECTATIONS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE BY 
CITIZENS OF THE FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY 
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1. Hhat is your present occupation? ______________ _ 
2. What is your age? 
-----
3. Do you presently have or have you ever had a student enrolled in 
a vocational agriculture program? 
----
This section deals with your attitudes concerning the local program 
of vocational agriculture at the Fairview High School. Please indi-
cate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the fol-
lowing statements by circling the appropriate response. The response 
categories are as follows: 
SA = Strongly Agree 
A = Agree 
U = Undecided 
D = Disagree 
SD = Strongly Disagree 
GENERAL AGRICULTURE 
4. High school vocational agriculture should provide 
opportunities that will give a student experience 
in and a knowledge of the farming business. SA AU D SD 
5. The instructor should provide students with infor-
mation on how to apply and interview for a jop upon 
graduation. SA A U D SD 
6. The vocational agriculture teacher should maintain 
an up-to-date record on the job placement of stu-
dents who have completed the program. SA A U D SD 
7. A representative sample of citizens from the local 
com~unity should be used to determine goals and set 
objectives for the vocational agriculture program. SA AU D SD 
8. Vocational agriculture should have a primary objec-
tive of teaching skills which will improve the stu-
dent's chance of employment immediately upon 
graduation from high school. SA AU D SD 
9. An agricultural program for students in school 
should provide training for agricultural occupations 
closely related to farming. SA A U D SD 
10. An agriculture course in high school has no value 
other than to prepare a student for farming. SA A U D SD 
11. Student participation in fairs, shows, and contests 
serve no educational purpose in vocational agri-
~u1ture. SA A U D SD 
-------------------------· 
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 
12. Better learning experiences occur if the local and 
area businesses are visited and field trips are made 
to allow students the opportunity of practical appli-
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cation. SA A U 0 SO 
13. The subject content areas of the in-class instruction 
should be parallel to the agricultural industries 
of the community. SA A U 0 SO 
14. Vocational agriculture should emphasize teaching stu-
dents the practical skills of a vocation rather than 
the theory that underlies the vocation. SA AU 0 SO 
15. Vocational agriculture should emphasize the laboratory 
or shop aspect more than the purely academic instruc-
tion aspect of the vocational agriculture course. SA A U 0 SO 
16. FFA activities should be an integral part of the in-
struction in the vocational agriculture course. SA AU 0 SO 
17. Animal Science--nutrition~ health~ genetics~ and sim-
ilar subjects should be one of the most important 
areas of study for the vocational agriculture program. SA A U D SD 
18. Plant Science--fertilization, insect and disease con-
trol, irrigation, and similar topics should be one of 
the most important areas of study for the vocational 
agriculture program. SA A U D SD 
19. Agricultural Economics--marketing, farm and ranch man-
agement, record keeping~ and other similar topics 
should be one of the most important areas of study for 
the vocational agriculture program. SA AU D SD 
SUPERV !SED OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE PROGRA~1 
20. Projects, such as cattle, sheep, wheat, etc., are a 
necessary part of the program because of their "Hands 
on" experience and profit-making factors. SA A U D SO 
21. Students entering non-farm agricultural occupations 
would benefit from supervised farming experiences 
along with the classroom instruction. SA A U 0 SO 
22. Supervised farm training programs are too strongly 
emphasized in vocational agriculture. SA A U 0 SO 
23. Students should have more production projects (cow/ 
calf, pen of sheep, pen of pigs) rather than show 
projects. SA A U 0 SO 
24. Supervising a student's animals or crop projects on 
his home farm is one of the most important tasks of 
the vocational agriculture teacher. SA A U 0 SO 
25. A school farm or other facility where a student can 
obtain supervised farming experience is a valuable 
asset for students to learn about agriculture. 
26. Supervised projects are a meaningful application ex-
perience for the student to apply what he is learn-
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SA A U 0 SO 
ing in the classroom. SA A U 0 SO 
27. Project programs should be directed toward a learning 
situation only, and have no educational value when 
being adapted to the show ring or fairs. SA A U 0 SO 
28. Students should be encouraged to exhibit their animals 
at fairs as this can provide motivation for raising 
better animals and producing better projects. SA AU 0 SO 
FFA AND LEADERSHIP 
29. All vocational agriculture students should be strongly 
encouraged towards membership in the FFA organization. SA A U D SO 
30. Involvement in activities sponsored by the FFA sig-
nificantly influences career choices by participating 
students. SA AU 0 SO 
31. All students should be required to participate in 
at least one FFA contest such as livestock judging, 
public speaking, creed, or parliamentary procedure. SA AU 0 SD 
32. The advanced degree and awards programs are one of 
the best public relations and co~munity interest 
programs the FFA has. SA A U 0 SO 
33. All students should be encouraged to participate in 
some type of award pr·ogram (Building Our American Com-
munity, Safety, Proficiency, Superior Chapter, Ad-
vanced Degree, etc.). SA AU 0 SO 
34. FFA activities are presently requiring students to 
miss too many days of regular class time. SA A U 0 SO 
35. The FFA chapter is presently spending too much time 
publicizing its local and state activities. SA AU 0 SO 
36. Fairs and the showing of livestock have lost their 
practical aspect and should be deleted from the 
FFA~s scope of activities. SA A U 0 SO 
37. The vocational agriculture teacher should plan all 
FFA activities with school administrators. SA A U 0 SO 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS 
38. The areas of agricultural mechanics are a vital part 
of the vocational agriculture curriculum. SA AU 0 SO 
39. Most of the time in shop should be spent on weld-
ing and metal work rather than on topics like 
small gas engines, machinery adjustments, elec-
tricity, plumbing, and similar topics. 
40. The agricultural mechanics program should stress 
more emphasis on the learning of agricultural me-
chanic skills and less on project completion. 
41. More emphasis should be placed on agricultural me-
chanics than on areas such as livestock nutrition, 
pasture management, and record keeping. 
YOUNG FARt~ERS PROGRM1 
42. An important part of the total vocational agricul-
ture program should be to assist young men out-of-
school to advance in their agricultural careers. 
43. The local school should have the responsibility 
for providing instruction which assists young men 
out-of-school in becoming established in farming. 
44. A local young farmer chapter should be maintained 
to provide a continuing learning experience for 
former vocational agriculture graduates. 
45. Individual follow-up instruction should be provided 
on the local farms for young men who have completed 
the program and are establishing an agricultural 
career. 
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SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
SA A U 0 SO 
46. If you have opinions on the Fairview vocational agriculture pro-
gram, not covered in this questionnaire, pro or con, please feel 
free to make additional remarks on the following page. 
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